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EVENT:  The Covered Bridge Rally Presented by CBRT is a straightforward, non-trap, TSD rally as part of the NER, SCCA New England Rally Championship.  

The Covered Bridge Rally will run in two loops, both to the east of the Grand Summit Resort.  The morning loop will be generally south of Dover Road and the afternoon loop to the north. The lunch break and awards/reception will be at the Grand Summit Resort.
You are expected to start with a full tank of fuel.  The rally will be approximately 145 miles and take approximately 6 hours to complete. The AM section is about 80 miles, and the PM section is about65 miles.   Gas up in Dover on Route 100 before arriving at the Grand Summit.  There is no service station at the Grand Summit.  After the last AM checkpoint, it is about 5 miles back to a gas station on Route 100 if you need to gas up for the PM section.
SPONSORS: The Covered Bridge Rally is blessed with having great support from many different sponsors.  Continuing for the 50th year is the awards sponsor Vermont Marble Exhibit.  
HEADQUARTERS:  Grand Summit Resort at Mt Snow, VT.
SCHEDULE:

            Registration:   Friday – 7-9pm; Sat 7-8am


Rally School:   Friday – 9pm


Route Instructions Issued:  Upon completion of registration,

 no sooner than 7:30AM on Saturday

Car #1 Starts:  8:31am


Car #1 Finish Morning Section:  Noon approximately


Car #1 Start Afternoon Section:  1:01pm


Car #1 Finish Afternoon Section:  4pm approximately


Awards: Approximately 5:00pm

AWARDS:  The awards will be products of famous Vermont Marble from the Vermont Marble Exhibit, for the 50th continuous year with additional sponsorship from others.  These awards will be presented to the top contestants in each class as per the NER Regs and to the Dead Last But Finished [DLBF].  Special note – DLBF must be present to receive trophy.  These awards will be made as soon as possible [approximately 5:00pm] following the Rally.
LUNCH:  There will be a light deli buffet lunch at the Grand Summit Resort served between the completion of the morning section and the start of the afternoon section. This lunch is included in your entry. 
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REGISTRATION AND VEHICLE INSPECTION:  All entrants will be required to complete an entry form, produce a valid driver’s license, and sign the waiver form.  NOTE: Minors must present a valid 2016 minor waiver form. All entrants will also be required to fill out the emergency notification and vehicle inspection form.  After all the above has been completed the route instructions (RI) will be issued, no sooner than 7:30AM on Saturday.

VEHICLE NUMBER:  The vehicle number goes on the right front bumper.   Stickers may not be attached to any glass of the vehicle.

GENERAL OPERATIONAL INFORMATION:

1.
Signs may be quoted in full or in part, but a prominent portion of the sign will be quoted.  Multiple signs on the same support are considered a single sign.

2.
Please turn in your Contestant Evaluation Report [CER] to the Official Observer, if there is one, or at the scoring desk at the end of the rally.  

3.
The claims Committee, if needed, will be posted at the end of the event.  It is not possible to list the names in these generals as who is coming is not known at the time of printing these generals.

4.
There is an example of an emergency sign at registration.  Look at it and do not be fooled by those helpful signs the natives put out.  If the emergency sign states a mileage and/or NRI number, that mileage and/or NRI occurs at that point where the sign is posted.

5.
This is a reminder.  This rally and all rallies travel on public roads, roads that see very little traffic.  You are using these public roads for your sport of rallying and as such, are expected to obey the rules of the road with courtesy to others.  Please wave at the locals, even if they do not seem friendly, and use time allowances to avoid problems. Also be aware of pedestrians and horseback riders, slow appropriately. Please slow down for the cautions given in the NRI’s.  They are there to warn you of possible problems.

6.
The police have been notified about the rally.  They have been requested to call the committee at the Grand Summit Resort if they have any problems.  A written citation will be grounds for disqualification.

7.
It is against NER rules to drink alcoholic beverages before or during the rally.  Anyone doing so will be disqualified.
START:  The start will be 8:30am plus your car number in minutes from the designated start line.  You are asked not to leave the start more than 5 minutes before your correct starting time due to the limited parking at the end of the odometer check. Directions to the start: zero odometer at entrance to Grand Summit Resort. Proceed down the hill. At 0.25 miles, turn right at STOP. At 0.35 miles arrive at STOP for start of rally.
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GOVERNING REGULATIONS:  The governing regulations for this event are the  NER, SCCA Rally Regulations, 2015 edition as amended, and as modified and/or amplified by these General Instructions. Copies of the NER Regulations are available online at www.ner.org/roadrally/road-rally-rules-and-regulations/ .  It is the Covered Bridge Committee’s feeling that the rally can be run without additional reference to the Regulation book. If nothing works for you do what Ted Goddard wanted you to do. 
QUESTIONS:  Questions regarding these general instructions (why you would have any, I cannot figure out) must be submitted in writing to Fred Mapplebeck, 67 Chappy Lane, Salem, NH 03079 or derfrally@aol.com.  Questions arriving prior to October 30th will be posted at registration.

ROUTE INSTRUCTIONS: 

1.          The route instructions for both AM and PM sections of the rally will each begin with NRI #1 and ascend consecutively. Page numbers will also begin with page 1 for both AM & PM.

MILEAGE :   

1. Official mileage was taken on October ?? using a Timewise B box with a sensor on the left rear wheel of an Volvo S40 in all wheel drive. The factor was set 60600 to give approximately statute miles. Mileages were taken to the thousandth. The course was run at approximately rally speed.
2.          Odometer check is provided for the AM section and a Free Zone with mileages for the PM Section of the rally.
3.
Official mileage was measured to three decimal places.  In prioritized order they were taken at a STOP sign, a YIELD sign, a quoted sign, a road surface change, at the entrance of the intersection, or at a physical landmark.  Mileage was also measured to the thousandth at checkpoint locations.  Calculations were done using thousandths, and leg times were truncated to the hundredth of a minute.
4.
The maximum distance between NRI’s is 3.00 miles unless the NRI has a delta mileage that exceeds 3.00 miles.
SPEEDS:
1.
CAS is given to five decimal places as miles per hour.  Ex. 31.57894.  This is a long time tradition of Covered Bridge Rally and was started to make it easier for novices to calculate, as each speed used gives a factor to one decimal place.  Ex:  31.57894 = 1.9 minutes per mile.

2.   Speed Limit signs apply to your route of travel only. This means you will not have to look down side roads for Speed Limit signs.

3.         “Speed Limit” –  refers to black on white sign only.  Do not include those put on yellow diamond background either as letters only or black on white. Nor include those that say more than Speed Limit such as Reduce Speed Limit 25.
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TIME ALLOWANCE /PENALTIES:
1.
Time allowances are taken in increments of whole minutes [1.00] beginning from 0.50 minutes up to a total of 19.50 minutes for the each section [am or pm] of the rally.  Each Time Allowance that you take must be on a half minute [0.50, 1.50, 2.50,…, 19.50] to ensure you do not impede another rally Car.  Note: You are limited to an accumulated Time Allowance of 19.50 minutes in each section.

2.
The time allowance taken must be entered onto the scorecard in the proper location before the scorecard is handed to the control team. 
3.
There is no penalty for taking a time allowance.

4.
All controls will close no earlier than 20 minutes after the perfect arrival time of the last car on the road.  Contestants need to consider this when taking their time allowances.

5.
Maximum early or late penalty is 200.

6.  
Entrants creeping [less than half rally speed within sight of a control] will be waved in by control crew.  If competitors do not obey, they will immediately be timed in.

PAUSE:

1.
Pauses are given in decimal minutes.  Pause 0.25minutes [0.25] = 15 seconds.

2.
Automatic Pause:  Pause 0.30minutes [18seconds] each time you travel through a covered bridge. This special automatic pause continues a Covered Bridge tradition. [If you do not know what the tradition is, ask someone who has been on Covered Bridge before.]  This pause is in addition to any other pause, transit zone or odometer check times. 

CHECKPOINTS:

1.
There are both manned [open] checkpoints [controls] and unmanned checkpoints [DIY] on the rally. Neither type of control will occur within 1.00 miles of the end of a free zone [EFZ], or the end of a transit zone (ETZ).   A free zone [BFZ] may start at a DIY.
2.
DIY is a leg not staffed by control crew.  It is a checkpoint where you are required to time yourself rather than being timed by a control crew.  Upon arriving at the DIY end location, you will enter your actual or calculated arrival time on the scorecard in the block labeled FINISH for that leg.  Make sure you enter your time in minutes and hundredths of minutes. You will enter your start time for the next leg in the block marked START.  This start time will be your finish time in whole minutes truncated plus 3.00minutes.
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Example:

	LEG # 
	LEG #4
	LEG #5

	FINISH
	10:04.17
	 

	START
	9:31:00
	10:07.00


3.
You will be told in the NRI’s when to finish a DIY.  However, you will not necessarily be told when the DIY leg begins. 
4.
When arriving at an open control, please pull beyond the control vehicle and park off the road.  Take your scorecard back to the control vehicle on the off road side.  Your out time will be at least 4.00 minutes from your truncated in time, so you will have time to walk back.  The checkpoint slip you will be given at open controls will indicate the speed at which to start the next leg.  This may be different than the speed at which you entered the checkpoint.

5.
Some checkpoint locations have drop offs on the sides of the roads, while other locations may have big shoulders.  Please be careful when pulling over to the side of the road when stopping for a checkpoint.

6.
Any questions concerning timing or scoring at a control in excess of 3 hundredths of a minute should be noted on the scorecard by the contestant and on the control log by the control worker.  These problems will be settled at the finish.

7.
Checkpoints may be located on a road with solid line (single or double).

ROADS:  

1.
Unpaved roads do not exist unless the NRI you are seeking to execute contains the word unpaved.  Ex: Right at T on unpaved.  Or   Right on unpaved at T. Or  Right, unpaved, at T.

2.
A Class 4/5 road is a road that is not normally maintained or is not maintained during winter months.  This road may have a sign so designating.  There may also be hand made sign(s) giving other information.  These hand made signs are to be disregarded. This is given for your information in case you have doubts about using a road directed by a NRI.
3.
Road surface may change from paved to unpaved, or unpaved to paved without an instruction if there is no alternate course.
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GLOSSARY:

1.
SAP: In the absence of an opportunity to execute an instruction, proceed straight as possible (SAP).  SAP can also be used with (left)(right) to clarify an intersection.

2.
SI:  An intersection controlled by either a blinker or traffic light.

3.
RBP:   Road becomes Paved.

3.       RBUP:  Road Becomes unpaved.

4.       ON: On is used at the Covered Bridge Rally to instruct the contestant that an unpaved road exists.  That is the only time on is used.  Ex:  Right on unpaved at Barnes Rd.

6.
CAUTION: The use of caution within a NRI is to warn you to be awake.  The more “!” used in an instruction tells you the more awake you must remain.  Surprises are not fun.

7.
ISLAND:  An untraveled area visibly surrounded by existent roads. These roads may be paved or unpaved or in combination.

8.
KEEP: To proceed in the direction indicated. May be redundant. 
9.
Covered Bridge:  A structure normally made of wood that has a roof over it for the intent of keeping the weather off the structure so it will not rot.  This structure, normally, but not necessarily, spans a gap, usually a water source, designed for people and/or vehicles to get from one side of the gap to the other.

As in the past the rallymaster has enjoyed exploring the back roads of Vermont to find a route that is enjoyable, challenging, and scenic. Some of these roads can be very narrow so speeds may seem slow unless you meet oncoming traffic.  The Covered Bridge Rally presented by CBRT is meant to be such a rally!!.  Slow down, enjoy the ride, and use time allowances as needed.
